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*** David Luxton shortlisted for Literary Agent of the Year 2018 ***
FRANKFURT RIGHTS HOTLIST 2018.  Find us on table 27K and 28K in the Lit Ag Centre
FICTION
The Olive Garden Choir by Leah Fleming
Book club favourite.  Contemporary romance set in a Greek paradise – true old-fashioned storytelling at its best.

Head of Zeus (Laura Palmer).  World English Language Rights.
PRAISE FOR LEAH FLEMING: 'A born storyteller' Kate Atkinson. 'It's a moving and compelling story about a lifetime's journey in search of the truth' Rachel Hore. 'A fabulous story of people, places and pearls from a master storyteller' Lancashire Post. 'Fascinating and unputdownable' Trisha Ashley. 

Set on the beautiful island of Santaniki, near Crete, this is a novel that will appeal to the fans of Deborah Moggach’s “The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel”.  When retired bookseller Ariadne Blunt suggests to her neighbours on this heavenly island that they form a choir, there are groans of resistance. After a little persuasion, the group gather in Ariadne's olive garden to rehearse for a seasonal concert, but each member of this choir has their own anxieties and secrets. Ariadne's partner, Hebe, is in failing health. Clive struggles to accept the loss of his wife while Natalie hides her shameful secret in baking for comfort. Della, the Pilates teacher drinks too much and Chloe, Queen Bee of the village society, faces a family dilemma. Then there is Mel, the real songbird amongst them, English wife of a taverna owner who hides her talent until the choir inspires her to raise her voice once more. In this tiny community, the choir brings the residents together like never before in a bittersweet tale of love and loss - and how life can begin again when you let go of the past.  Leah Fleming is the author of the international bestseller “The Captain’s Daughter” (Simon & Schuster, 2012) and many other wonderful novels.  She lives in Crete.
Manuscript available now

Publication:  January 2019

All rights:  David Luxton Associates

Jessica’s Promise by Jill Childs

Book club favourite.  Contemporary thriller with a spiritual angle from huge bestselling author of Gracie’s Secret.  
Bookouture.  World English Language Rights.

*** 195,000 copies of Gracie’s Secret sold to date ***
Teresa’s heart stops when she enters her daughter’s bedroom to find that her sweet, trusting little girl is gone.

Teresa can’t bear to think who would snatch a terrified three-year-old from her mother in the middle of the night, but all the signs point to someone close to home. Hasn’t Jessica’s stepfather been acting a little oddly? Or is it, as Teresa is beginning to fear, something to do with the kindly lady who sometimes babysits for her?  Gentle, retired Angie – she must be lonely, with only her memories to keep her company in that big, old house. And she’s always had a special connection with Jessica... was trusting Angie with her precious daughter the biggest mistake of Teresa’s life?

What do we really know about those who watch our children? Jessica’s Promise is a compelling domestic drama for fans of Jodi Picoult, Lisa Wingate and Kerry Fisher with a mystical twist.
Readers absolutely love Jill Childs…


‘Wow! A big huge emotional and overwhelming WOW!... A heart-breaking and thought-provoking tale of a mother’s overwhelming and all-encompassing love for her daughter. I honestly thought I knew where this story was going but a couple of twists had me fooled and then there’s a huge, clever reveal that absolutely floored me. It’s a rare and beautiful thing to be moved to tears by a story that also makes you reflect long after the book is finished… Loved it.’ 5 stars

‘Oh. My. Gosh. Just trying to catch my breath… started reading this late yesterday and actually cancelled plans this morning to finish it. Excellent!’ Goodreads reviewer

‘I was completely hooked… This book was utterly impossible to put down! Wow! I read it from cover to cover in one sitting… truly an intense psychological thriller… from the very start to the shocking conclusion!’ 5 stars, Goodreads reviewer

‘Brilliant, thrilling and fiendishly addictive. The author masterfully takes us on a journey, packed with twists. A book I cannot put down and one I will be thinking about for a very long time.’ 5 stars, Renita D’Silva

‘A wonderful and different story that made me smile and cry. Well done to the author for keeping me hooked right from the beginning.’ Donna Lawrence
Published:  12 September 2018

Translation rights:  DLA

US rights:  Grand Central
Under the Ice by Rachael Blok

Contemporary thriller (first in a series featuring Maarten Jansen).
Head of Zeus (Laura Palmer).  UK & Commonwealth.
It's the week before Christmas and the cathedral city of St Albans is blanketed by snow and wreathed in pretty lights. But this scene of beauty and harmony is shattered when the body of a local girl is found in a frozen lake. The police, led by handsome Dutchman DCI Jansen, are at a loss. Their only lead comes from the dead girl's neighbour, Jenny. She claims she's had visions of what happened the night the girl went missing. But Jenny is a sleep-deprived new mother, whose midnight wanderings pull her ever closer to the lake. Can Jenny be believed? Is she implicated? Then another girl goes missing, and the tight-knit community unravels. Neighbour turns against neighbour, and Jenny has no idea who to trust. As Christmas Eve approaches, and the police race to catch the killer, Jenny discovers a secret about her past - and why she could be key to everything...

Rachael Blok grew up in Durham and studied Literature at Warwick University before becoming a secondary school teacher. This is her first novel.

Publication:  November 2018 (hardback)

Primary Agent:  Eve White

Translation rights:  DLA
Sold: Czech Republic (Omega)

Nightingale Point by Luan Goldie

Adult Fiction HQ/HarperCollins (Manpreet Grewal).  UK & Commonwealth.
In a huge tower block in London the lives of the residents are suddenly brought together when, one hot summer’s day, disaster strikes.  Debut writer Luan Goldie, winner of the 2017 Costa Short Story Prize, weaves together the stories of seven people whose lives collide when a plane flies into the tower block.  The aftershock is devastating but when the smoke lifts and the dust settles each of them must find a way of moving on.  A beautiful and uplifting novel and one that is very timely too.

Publication:  August 2019 (hardback)/ Manuscript available now

Primary agent:  Eve White
Translation rights:  DLA
Two Lives of Eliza Bloom by Beth Miller

Bookouture, March 2019.  Contemporary family drama that will appeal to fans of Elinor Lipman and Charlotte Mendolson.  World English Language Rights.
Eliza Bloom is getting married to a boy who has been chosen for her by her family.  There’s nothing wrong with him.  It’s just that Eliza isn’t in love with him – but with Alex.  And so, she does the unthinkable and runs away on her wedding day to start a life outside the tightly-knit community of her Jewish family.  It is only when her beloved grandfather needs her that she finally returns, now a mother, to face the music. Beth Miller is the author of “The Good Neigbour” and “When We Were Sisters” both of which were published by Ebury.

Publication:  March 2019 (manuscript expected December 2018)
Primary Agent:  Judith Murdoch

Translation rights:  DLA

Wartime Sweethearts by Lola Jaye

Ebury (Emily Lau).  April 2019.  1940s love story.  World English Language Rights.
London, 1943 and Rosie has fallen head over heels in love with William, a black GI posted to England.  When the war ends and William has to go back to the USA, Rosie is left holding not one but two babies – Iris who is black and Lily who is white.   Rosie’s sister, Flora, comes to the rescue.  Taking pity on her sister, and with Rosie’s bullying husband on his way home, Flora adopts baby Iris and moves to a home faraway in the English countryside.  Over the course of the next 50 years, the twins’ paths will cross over and again without them ever knowing of each other’s existence until finally they travel to America to see their father, William, perhaps for the first and last time.
Publication:  Summer 2019 (manuscript expected December 2018)
Primary Agent:  Judith Murdoch

Translation rights:  DLA
The Girl I Used to Know by Faith Hogan
Aria (Head of Zeus). World English Language Rights.
A spell-binding story of two women who find friendship and second chances when they least expect it. Perfect for the fans of Patricia Scanlan. 
Amanda King and Tess Cuffe are strangers who share the same Georgian house, but their lives couldn't be more different. Amanda seems to have it all, absolute perfection.  Sadly, the reality is a soulless home, an unfaithful husband and a very lonely heart. By comparison, in the basement flat, unwanted tenant Tess has spent a lifetime hiding and shutting her heart to love. It takes a bossy doctor, a handsome gardener, a pushy teenager and an abandoned cat to show these two women that sometimes letting go is the first step to moving forward and new friendships can come from the most unlikely situations.
Publication:  December 2017

Primary Agent:  Judith Murdoch

Translation Rights:  DLA

Greyfriars House by Emma Fraser
Sphere, UK & Commonwealth. 

An epic, sweeping drama about a family with secrets and a house shrouded in mystery, Greyfriars House is perfect for fans of Rachel Hore, Kate Morton, Kate Riordan and Tracey Rees.
PRAISE FOR EMMA FRASER: 'I was absolutely gripped . . . the atmospheric setting of Greyfriars intertwined with the grim reality of the war camps of Singapore was inspirational.' Linda Finlay
'A thought-provoking and atmospheric read.' Evie Grace

On a remote Scottish island sits Greyfriars House… 
1939
Nine-year-old Olivia Friel is delighted to be spending the summer at Greyfriars House, a place where her parents, their family and friends are always happy. But this year there's an underlying tension that Olivia doesn't understand. Then one night she sees something she's not meant to, and accidentally lets slip a devastating betrayal.
1984
Charlotte Friel gets a call from her ailing mother, asking something she's never asked before: for Charlotte to come home. There are things Olivia needs to tell her daughter before it's too late, secrets to be shared about forgotten relatives and a mysterious house.

Left reeling by recent events, Charlotte is unsure what path to follow. But eventually her curiosity, and a desire to escape her own life, lead her to Greyfriars House.
Will she find the answers she needs to make peace with the past?
Publication: August 2018 (pb)
Primary agent: Judith Murdoch 

Translation rights:  DLA

Broken Dolls by Sarah Flint
Aria Fiction, UK & Commonwealth.  
Mass market, gritty contemporary crime / Female Sleuths.  World English Language Rights.
A baby lies abandoned amongst the rubbish; her tiny face as white as alabaster, her body as stiff as a miniature doll.  A young prostitute lies beaten, her figure lying like a mannequin on the frozen concrete, her blood spilt, her life ebbing away.  As DC 'Charlie' Stafford and her boss DI Hunter struggle to identify the victim from the violator their hunt brings them to the crack houses of Lambeth, littered with damaged people, their lives scarred by tragedy and violence, most broken beyond repair. As further lives hang in the balance Charlie must enpower the weak to speak out against those who seek to cause harm. But can a broken doll ever truly be mended; or will the wounds of the past, fashion the events of the future? Perfect for the fans of Angela Marsons, Patricia Gibney and Cara Hunter. 

Publication: August 2018
Primary agent: Judith Murdoch 

Translation rights:  DLA

ALSO IN THE SERIES:

Liar Liar

The Trophy Taker

Mummy’s Favourite SOLD 120,000 COPIES IN THE UK!
Sold:  Germany (Weltbild), Italy (NewtonCompton) Poland (Amber), Omega (Czech Republic)
Children of the Siege by Diney Costeloe

Head of Zeus Fiction, UK & Commonwealth

Historical drama (France,1830s) from the bestselling author of “The Throwaway Children” with over ONE MILLION COPIES in print across her backlist.  This one is a Bookseller bestseller!

A lost child, a family divided, the bitter backdrop of war – the ingredients in this classic Diney Costeloe story, set in 19th-century France.  After the Franco-Prussian War and the siege of 1870-71, the St Clair family return to Paris, only to be swept up into the terrible cruelties and violence of the Commune. Here their young daughter, Helene, falls ill, becomes separated from the family, and is captured, before escaping to fend for herself on the war-torn streets. Meanwhile her two brothers face each other as mortal enemies across the barricades.  Diney Costeloe is at the very top of her game in this gripping story of children and a family in deadly peril. 

Publication:  May 2019 (ms available Dec 2018)
Primary Agent:  Judith Murdoch

Translation rights:  DLA 

Sold: options in the Netherlands (de Fontein), France (City Editions)
The Boy with the Blue Trousers by Carol Jones
Head of Zeus. Historical fiction.  World English Language Rights.

1856.  Exiled from London after a scandalous liaison, English governess, Violet Hartley, lands on the wild shores of Robetown, South Australia, where her reputation does not precede her. As tutor to a grazier’s children, she longs to return to civilized society, and a wealthy husband might be just the ticket. But after being thrown into exile, Violet conceives a plan to seek her fortune on the goldfields of Australia… Meanwhile, in southern China, the rebellious Little Cat is on the run from a dangerous clan seeking vengeance for the murder of their leader. Under a new identity as a boy, Strong Arm, she flees to Australia in search of safety. But her past soon catches up with her. 
From the author of The Concubine’s Child, The Boy with the Blue Trousers is a tale of love, revenge, and tragedy that will keep you guessing at every turn. 
Publication: June 2019

Primary agent: Judith Murdoch 

Translation rights:  DLA

A Snapshot of Murder by Frances Brody

Piatkus, UK & Commonwealth.  Cosy crime.  The 10th instalment in the Kate Shackleton series!  UK & Commonwealth.
'Frances Brody has made it to the top rank of crime writers' Daily Mail

Taking the perfect photograph can be murder . . .
Yorkshire, 1928. Indomitable sleuth Kate Shackleton is taking a well-deserved break from her detective work and indulging in her other passion: photography. When her local Photographic Society proposes an outing, Kate jumps at the chance to visit Haworth and Stanbury, in the heart of Brontë country, the setting for Wuthering Heights.
But when an obnoxious member of their party is murdered, the group is thrown into disarray. Is the murderer amongst them, or did the loud-mouthed Tobias have more enemies than they might have imagined?
Armed with her wit and wiles, and of course her trusty camera, it's up to Kate to crack the case, and get that perfect shot too . . .
Publication: October 2018
Primary Agent: Judith Murdoch

Translation rights:  DLA 

Sold:  Crooked Lane Books USA

Options: Germany (first three titles in series to Bastei Luebbe); Russia (first three titles in series to AST)

Miss Nightingale’s Nurses by Kate Eastham

Michael Joseph. 

Series fiction, historical for fans of Donna Douglas’ nursing series.  World English Language Rights.

Kate Eastham’s debut historical saga is set to do very well indeed as the appetite for historical nursing stories continues apace!  

Ada Houston is alone. Her brother has gone missing, last seen working on the Liverpool docks, and everyone assumes him to be dead. But she will not give up hope. Ada's determined search takes her to the Crimea where she joins the team of Florence Nightingale's nurses. She may have set off looking for her brother, but along the way Ada finds friends, romance and a new purpose in her own life.
Miss Nightingale’s Nurses is the first in a four book series from Michael Joseph publishers.  The next novel, The Liverpool Nurses, is set amidst the surge of post-Crimean Nightingale nursing and features the first probationer nurses at the Liverpool Royal Infirmary.  Kate has over thirty years nursing experience and knows her stuff

Publication:  August 2018 
Primary agent:  Judith Murdoch

Translation rights:  DLA 

NON-FICTION
Parenting, inspirational, politics, mental health, nature writing, illustrated and more!
Give Birth Like a Feminist by Milli Hill
HQ.  Pregnancy and Birth.  August 2019.  WAL.
As its title suggests, this is a manifesto for all women expecting a baby.  Milli Hill is the founder of The Positive Birth Movement and mother to three girls.  Her first book, “The Positive Birth Book” (Pinter and Martin) was a bestseller and in this latest she expands on her extensive research into hospital and home births and shows women how to ensure their voice is heard.  A hugely inspiring book that will resonate with women around the world.

Primary Agent:  Graham Maw Christie

Translation rights:  DLA
Publication:  August 2019

Saying Goodbye: A personal story of loss and 90 days of support to walk you through grief by Zoe Clarke Coates
Pregnancy and loss.  

Losing a baby, whether through miscarriage, stillbirth or neonatal death, leaves so many parents lost in grief and full of unanswered questions.
Zoë Clark-Coates, and her husband Andy, have personally faced the loss of five babies. Out of their experiences came the charity The Mariposa Trust (more often known by its leading division Saying Goodbye), offering support to thousands of grieving parents and relatives around the world each week.

Now, Zoë writes a moving account of their experiences and how they found a way through to provide help and support for others. Alongside this are 90 days of daily support for those who are grieving, offering comfort and hope during the difficult days, weeks and months.
Primary Agent:  Graham Maw Christie

Translation rights:  DLA

Self-published in 2017 (Orion will publish a follow-up next year and have WEL)

How to be an Activist – Four Steps to Change Your World by Kajal Odedra

Hodder & Stoughton.  Activism.  Publication 2019.  WEL.

Kajal Odedra is the director of the internationally recognised change.org.  People power works and is changing the world around us. This is a user’s guide to activism by one of the UK’s biggest names in grass-roots campaigning. Illustrated with lessons from the real world, it is a guide to creating change for anyone who has ever asked themselves ‘why hasn’t anyone done something about that?’ 

We are taught to believe that only a small group of people in society have the ability to change laws and company policies. That’s simply not true any longer – each of is capable of using our experiences to change the world. We just need to use that thing that makes us different, and learn how to channel it. Your difference is your superpower. It will unlock doors and mobilise the masses. 

Having worked as a campaigner for the last 11 years, Kajal Odedra of change.org – which is used by 15 million people in the UK - has learned the tricks of the trade that have traditionally been held in circles of power, and believes that everyone should know how to speak up and be heard. Her mission is to show people how to use their voice to make their community, politicians and CEOs take notice. She will include stories of successful campaigns around the world to ensure the book is fully international in scope.

Primary agent:  Jane Graham-Maw 

Publication:  2019

Translation rights:  DLA
Out of My Mind by Alex Staniforth

Mental health.  Trigger Publishing, WEL
“Obstacles are opportunities in disguise – and Alex knows this all too well. High achievement requires high sacrifice, but Alex is a man determined to make his dreams a reality” - Bear Grylls
“Alex is a true inspiration to a young generation of adventurers – he has captured the spirit of why modern-day exploration is so important” - Mark Wood, Polar Explorer
Last year, Alex defied all the odds to become the youngest and fastest person ever to climb the 100 UK peaks, completing the feat in just 72 days. He raised over £25,000 for the mental health charity, Young Minds UK. But it was during this challenge that he faced some of his biggest personal battles. 

Out of My Mind is not just the story of this record-breaking feat. It is a story that will empower readers to achieve the impossible. Written by someone with first-hand experience of what it is like to struggle with illness, Alex aims to show readers how adversity should not be a barrier to achievement, but motivation for success. 
Primary agent: Nick Walters 

Manuscript delivery: January 2019

Publication: Spring 2019

Translation rights: DLA
The Boy Without Love and the Farm that Saved Him by Simon Dawson

Mirror Books (WEL).  

Recovery memoir / “Petmoir”

Simon Dawson is the author of three books including the very successful “Pigs in Clover” (Orion, 2015) in which he described the joy of leaving city life behind and becoming a farmer.  But what that book did not reveal was that Simon had been terribly neglected as a child.   When a newborn lamb on his farm is rejected by its mother, Simon must take drastic action to save it from starving to death and, in the process, he is forced to confront his own childhood which in many ways mirrored what was happening before his eyes as the lamb struggled to stay alive.  Loneliness, neglect, fear and near starvation – the memories come flooding back for Simon but through his care for the lamb, he also finds peace.  This is a remarkable book with a hugely uplifting ending that reveals the remarkable power of us all to heal and find our way back home again. 
Publication:  Spring 2019

Primary agent:  Graham Maw Christie

Translation rights:  DLA
A Million Minutes by Wolf Kuper
Bonniers /WEL (Natalie Jerome)

Travel and inspirational memoir

"Oh Daddy, I wish we had a million minutes. Let's go far, far away whilst we have time."

And so begins a journey for Wolf Kuper and his daughter, Nina. The successful scientist, who is finally about to hit the big time in his job, suddenly realizes that a million minutes might be worth much more than a perfect CV. Thus begins a two-year (or one million minutes) trip from Germany to Thailand, New Zealand, Australia and back again. On board with Wolf and Nina (who is seriously unwell and in every respect different to what child psychologists, teachers, doctors and politicians imagine a child should be like) is Nina’s baby brother and her mum, Vera.

A Million Minutes is a heart-warming and funny declaration of love for everything that doesn't work out as planned. A story encouraging you to plunge into life – containing no guarantees, but with a bag packed with optimism and superglue. A true story: infectious, amusing, intelligent.
Rights sold in Germany (Knaus), France (Actes Sud), Netherlands (Meulenhoff), Korea (Business Books).

All other rights:  DLA on behalf of Hanna Leitgeb.
Saving Lucy by Ishbel Holmes

Bradt Travel Guides UK and Velo Press, USA

Recovery Memoir/Petmoir

Ishbel Rose Holmes was adrift and alone when she set out to bicycle across the world. She was pedalling across Turkey when a street dog, Lucy, crossed her path and changed her life forever. Ishbel did not want anything or anyone to slow her down, but when she witnessed Lucy attacked by other dogs, Ishbel rescued her--forming a deep bond between the pair. Ishbel recognized her own vulnerability in her new canine friend and launched a heartfelt mission to find Lucy a home and give her a happy life. Their adventures took them to the Syrian border and into the hearts of everyone who met them. 
People around the world who followed the story on Ishbel's blog, World Bike Girl, watched as Lucy's unconditional love broke down the wall around Ishbel's heart. When Lucy died unexpectedly in her arms, Ishbel realized that Lucy had found a home after all--with her, and that Ishbel had been Lucy's happy ever after.

US and Canada:  Competitor Press for publication October 2018.

Translation rights: DLA
The Way of the Tortoise by Matt Little
Little, Brown/UK & Commonwealth (Anna Steadman)
Self-help / Lifestyle.

Matt Little is best known for his role as part of the elite coaching team that helped propel Sir Andy Murray to the top of his profession.  However, it’s Matt’s journey to achieving his own career success that is the subject of this book.  
 
Starting from the premise that the pressures to achieve instant success – the “Hare Approach” - often sees us crash and burn, Matt Little sets out to show us how, by following his unique programme, which he calls The Way of the Tortoise, it is possible to achieve a more meaningful and enduring success.  
 
Matt identifies several core “tortoise values” that can be used in any field in order to achieve a better life. Matt also provides tips and exercises to help develop the critical “soft skills” that are the bedrock of his philosophy. 
Manuscript delivery: December 2018

Publication: Summer 2019

Primary agent: Nick Walters for DLA

Translation rights: DLA
Sold: Japan (Toyokan)

Europe’s Best Bakeries by Sarah Guy
September Publishing/WAL (Hannah MacDonald)
An inspirational, illustrated guide to Europe’s 120 best bakeries and pâtisseries, from new-wave sourdough bakeries to centuries-old grand café- pâtisseries. 
The book takes in a range of bread and cake traditions – Irish soda bread, Dutch stroopwafels, Estonian black bread, Italian focaccia, French canelés, Welsh bara brith, to name just a few – as well as celebrating the revival of back-to-basics breadmaking. 
Baked goods are embedded in European culture; many of the shops and cafés included in the book have been around for over a century, and serve long-perfected cakes in historic premises. Others are new discoveries in unexpected locations, staffed by young bakers passionate about creating wonderful produce which is also organic and eco-friendly. 
The selection will include Dominique Ansel’s only European outlet (London); master baker Richard Bertinet’s mini-empire (Bath); historic konditorei, Demel (Vienna); the reborn La Duquesita pastelerías (Madrid); and the bakery shaking up French bread and viennoiserie, Ten Belles Bread (Paris). The geographical spread includes the UK, Scandinavian, Eastern Europe, Spain and Greece, as well as France, Italy and Germany. Beautiful photographs will illustrate the bakeries and pâtisseries to mouthwatering effect and there will be recipes included.  
Sarah Guy has written about London – and further afield – for many years, covering everything from restaurants and shops to architecture and walks. While working at Time Out she commissioned and edited hundreds of books, from travel guides to photography collections; for a decade she was the Editor of the Time Out Guide to Eating & Drinking in London. She is the author of London for Dogs (2017), and London on Sea (2018). 

September Publish:  Spring 2019.  Fully illustrated.
All rights:  DLA

220 x 170mm/226pp
Wasan – The Art of Japanese Mathematics by Toshimitsu Hirano
Fiendishly difficult Japanese mathematics puzzles!  Small format, illustrated puzzle book.

Nearly two hundred years ago in Kyoto, a mathematics club placed a set of complex mathematics puzzles as an offering at the Yasui-Kompiragu Shrine in Hagashi-yama.  The puzzles had been engraved on wooden tablets, the reverse of which bore the solutions.  The solutions to these complex puzzles were intended to please the gods and bring good luck to the mathematicians who had solved the puzzles.  Now these puzzles have been transcribed so that, for the first time, Western audiences will have the chance to take on the challenge of Wasan.  Like the Japanese puzzle-solvers of yesterday, you too may find that in solving these puzzles, you too will enjoy the good fortune that the gods bestow on great minds.
UK & Commonwealth:  on submission

Italy:  La Nave di Teseo

Japan:  Toyokan

All other rights:  DLA

The Easternmost House by Juliet Blaxland

Nature writing.  Sandstone Press (UK and Commonwealth)

‘Destined to be a 21st Century classic. Just, just, just brilliant’

John Lewis Stempel, author of The Running Hare
The Easternmost House is a memoir which describes a year of life on a crumbling cliff at the easternmost edge of England, all year round and in all weathers. 

It has been written entirely at the kitchen table of the eponymous house in Suffolk, and is intended as a meditation on nature, on coastal erosion, and on the changing seasons. It is to be read for pleasure and a vicarious sense of freedom. It provides the reader with a temporary escape to a life lived in close proximity to the natural world, without the tooth and claw. It is fundamentally a book about nature and the outdoors, but not the visited outdoors of hiking boots and maps, rambling routes and rucksacks. It is about the lived-in outdoors of the everyday: of the firewood forager, the improviser, the beachcomber.
Publication:  November 2018

Graham Maw Christie

All rights:  DLA

All Good Things: Uplifting Art for Troubling Times by Stephen Ellcock
Inspirational and visual.  September Publishing.  WEL.  

From internationally renowned Facebook curator Stephen Ellcock. Over 250 powerful, profound and playful images to help us through our daily lives. In 2013 art publisher Stephen Ellcock began selecting imagery and posting them on his Visual Rapture Facebook page. Five years and 200,000 Facebook followers later, Ellcock has an international following who avidly await his daily uploads and his carefully curated and sequenced albums of images. His selections of little known and public domain imagery regularly attain shares or comments of over 2,000 apiece. This is his first book and will appeal both to his digital followers and our image-focused, solace-seeking times. Evoking the medieval tradition of exquisite, illuminated books – providing meditative focus to help us understand and see the beauty in our world. 
Rights: DLA 
Manuscript:  Available February 2019

Pub date: September 2019 Hardback £16.99 256pp 
Vintage Geek:  Tricky questions and rambling answers for old-school nerds of all ages by Marshall Julius
Quiz Book. September Publishing.  WEL.  Autumn 2019.

Be it horror or sci-fi, cartoons or comic books, video games or all of those things and more, no matter what they’re into, nerds of the world have two things in common: intense and unconditional enthusiasm, and the relentless urge to know every last thing about the objects of their affection. Vintage Geek will tap into nerds’ innate need to prove their trivia chops, both to themselves, and to everyone around them. There will be an intro from emmy awardwinning Simpsons writer Mike Reisse plus ~50 expert celebrity geek questions from the likes of Flash Gordon himself Sam J. Jones, Goldeneye game creator Jane Whittaker, Jurassic Park's Sam Neill, Forbidden Planet founder Mike Blake, Dan Lloyd – a.k.a. the kid from Kubrick’s The Shining, League of Gentlemen writer Jeremy Dyson, Leonard Nimoy’s daughter, Julie, and many others!
Manuscript available:  February 2019

Translation rights:  DLA
Show Less
SPORT
Matchplan by Christoph Biermann 

Blink Publishing (Matt Phillips), WEL.  Football
Christoph Biermann is the author behind Die Fussball-Matrix and Wenn wir vom Fussball traumen, both of which were voted as Germany’s Football Book of the Year in 2009 and 2014 respectively. By day, he is the editor-in-chief of the hugely significant and influential 11 Freunde magazine. Put simply, he is one of the best and most consistent writers around when it comes to football. And his latest project is true to form. 

 

Published by Kiepenheuer & Witsch in April 2018 to huge critical acclaim, Matchplan stayed in the top 10 bestseller list for 3 weeks after it was released. It has even been described by former German football star Thomas Hitzlsperger as the most exciting book on football of our time. In it, Christoph travels through England, the US, Scandinavia and Germany, talking to scientists, trainers, managers, scouts and psychologists to better understand this digital revolution that is changing the face of football. 

 

First there was Soccernomics, then The Numbers Game, and now we have Matchplan. 

Manuscript delivery: December 2018

Publication: May 2019

Primary agent: Nick Walters for DLA on behalf of Hoffman und Campe
Translation rights: DLA
One Way Ticket by Jonathan Vaughters

Quercus (Richard Milner) UK & Commonwealth.  Cycling
The long-awaited autobiography of the American professional cyclist, Jonathan Vaughters – one of the sports’ biggest names.  From his early years in his hometown in Colorado to his unflinching rite of passage as a professional rider with US Postal to his elevation as one of cycling’s most resilient, ethical and intelligent team bosses, Vaughters’ story is nothing if not remarkable.  He is hugely admired in the world of cycling and attracts over 200,000 to his Twitter account.  But this is not just his story; it is the story of modern cycling told with a genuine love for the sport.  Vaughters will tell the whole story (he has ridden alongside the greatest names of the last twenty years) with the assistance of Jeremy Whittle, the author of “Bad Blood”, Ventoux and co-author on David Millar’s bestselling “Racing Through the Dark”.  Promises to be highly explosive.

Publication:  May 2019 (manuscript available January 2019)
Primary Agent:  David Luxton

US and Canada:  Penguin USA (acquired by Patrick Dolan with Matt Klise)

All other rights:  DLA  
The Yellow Jersey by Peter Cossins  

Penguin Random House (Tim Broughton for Yellow Jersey), WEL.  Cycling
The yellow jersey is the most coveted prize in cycling and one of the most iconic in sport, a prize that compares with the green jacket at the US Masters or a gold medal at the Olympics. First presented and worn in the 1919 Tour de France, it will celebrate its centenary in 2019, which will provide the ideal opportunity to investigate its fabled history and the impact and influence it has had on bike racing and some of the 268 riders who have worn it.   Pete Cossins’ latest book will highlight the stories of some of the most fascinating, but often least heralded of them, including the oldest surviving wearer of the yellow jersey, 93-year-old Antonin Rolland, who led the Tour for twelve days in 1955, and French sprinter Jean-Patrick Nazon, who in the centenary Tour of 2003 held it for less than 90 minutes, the time it took for his team to complete that year’s team time trial course, and Alex Stieda, an unheralded Tour debutant who in 1986 upstaged one of the most star-packed of fields with a beautifully calculated performance that put him into the yellow jersey for a mere 83 minutes.

Publication:  Summer 2019 (manuscript available Feb 2019)
Primary Agent:  David Luxton

Translation rights:  DLA
How Football (Nearly) Came Home – The World Cup Story by Barney Ronay  

HarperCollins (Jack Fogg).  WEL.  Football.

This year’s world cup has been epic, thrilling, dazzlingly well-organised, and with a constantly shifting sense of place from the strangulating heat of Samara, to the fly-marshes of Volgograd, to the mist and drizzle of the north. After four and a half weeks and 64 matches, 1,613 shots, 1,734 fouls and a shared continental-scale avalanche of herring, beetroot, dumplings, vodka and sustained on-field drama, the World Cup can now be packed away for the next four years.  Barney Ronay, Guardian football writer, offers his view of what some have called the greatest modern tournament.
Publication:  November 2018
Primary Agent:  David Luxton

Translation rights:  DLA
1312:  Ultras, A History by James Montague 

Ebury (Andrew Goodfellow) WEL.  Football
James Montague, author of “The Billionaires Club”, “Thirty-One Nil” and “When Friday Comes” is turning his attention to the culture of the Europe’s secret football gangs.   Fiercely loyal, organised, political, violent and united by a hatred of the establishment, ultras are a visible part of the global game, their credo and aesthetic replicated in almost every league everywhere on earth. Yet they remain an enigma; their anti-establishment perspective meaning that their voices are rarely heard on radio or TV.  
1312 tells the story of how the ultras movement began, emerging from the terraces of post-war Italy, the Balkans and Brazil, and how it has become a global phenomenon that now dominates the stadiums of Madrid, Munich and Buenos Aires. With unique inside access 1312 will show how ultras have, today, grown into a fiercely political movements that embraces extremes on both the left and right; fighting against the commercialisation of football and society, the resettlement of refugees, the rise of fascism, opposition to dictators and the attempts to control them by the authorities who both covet and fear their power. 
Publication:  April 2020 (manuscript expected December 2019)
Primary agent:  Rebecca Winfield

Translation rights:  DLA
Robin Knox-Johnston – My Story
Simon and Schuster/UK & COMMONWEALTH (Ian Marshall). Sailing

Fifty years have gone by since Sir Robin Knox-Johnston made history by becoming the first man to sail solo and non-stop around the globe in 1968-69.One of nine sailors to compete in the Times Golden Globe Race, Sir Robin set off from Falmouth, with no sponsorship, on 14 June 1968.With his yacht Suhaili packed with supplies he set off on a voyage that was to last just over ten months. He arrived back in Falmouth after 312 days at sea, on 22 April 1969, securing his place in the history books.  Since then, he has competed in numerous races around the world including the Whitbread Round the World Race and the Jules Verne Trophy and a life packed with incident and tragedy.  In this autobiography, Sir Robin will tell the whole story which takes in his love for his wife who he divorced and then remarried, his relationship with Donald Crowhurst who committed suicide after faking a round the world voyage (as told in the recent film “Mercy” starring Colin Firth) and his refusal to give up sailing, even as he approaches his 80th birthday.  
Publication:  May 2019

Primary agent:  David Luxton

Translation rights:  DLA 
Michael Carrick: My Autobiography by Michael Carrick  
Blink Publishing (Bonniers)/UK & Commonwealth. (Matt Philipps) Football/Manchester United
This is the incredible account of Michael Carrick’s life and career, from growing up in a small town in the north of England, to winning almost every club honour a footballer can. For the first time, Carrick will address his relationships with his family, wife and children, and those who have played a key role in his career, including Alex Ferguson, David Moyes, Jose Mourinho, Harry Redknapp, Paul Scholes, Wayne Rooney, Ibrahimovic, Ryan Giggs, Frank Lampard, Steven Gerrard and many more renowned footballing names.  Written with award-winning journalist Henry Winter (The Times), the book will also look at Michael’s personal life away from the cameras, giving the reader an insight to what life is like as a footballer away from match day, and all the highs and lows he experienced personally as well as publicly.  This is a uniquely intimate portrait of a footballer who has won it all.

Publication: Autumn 2018

Primary agent: David Luxton

All rights: DLA
Driven: The Men Who Made Formula One by Kevin Eason  

Hodder & Stoughton (Hachette)/UK & Commonwealth. (Roddy Bloomfield) Formula One

Formula One is speed, glamour, danger - and eye-watering wealth. Driven: The Men Who Made Formula One tells how a small group of extraordinary men transformed Formula One from a niche sport played out on primitive tracks surrounded by hay bales and grass verges into a £1 billion circus performing in vast theatres of entertainment all over the world.

Led by Bernie Ecclestone, the billionaire ringmaster, this clique started by scraping a living to go racing and ended up creating space-age cars, turning drivers from amateur gladiators into multimillion-pound superstars, like Ayrton Senna and Lewis Hamilton, while the names of Ferrari, McLaren and Williams are now as familiar around the world as Manchester United or Real Madrid.

For 20 years, Kevin Eason watched how these men operated like a sporting Mafia, protecting each other while squabbling over the vast wealth pouring into the sport. As motor racing correspondent for The Times and then with The Sunday Times, Eason was privileged to have a ringside seat as this cabal of wealthy characters ruled and then were pushed out of the sport they created.

This colourful and compelling account of the extraordinary flourishing of Formula One explores the quirks and extravagances of the men who converged - in one generation - to shape their sport; disparate characters with a common impulse: they were racers - and they were driven.
Publication: November 2018

Primary agent: David Luxton

All rights: DLA
Darkness and Light: My Story by Joe Thompson
Pitch Publishing/WEL.  (Jane Camillin) Football and Survivor Memoir
Darkness and Light: My Story, is the heart-wrenching and soul-stirring autobiography of footballer and two-time cancer survivor, Joe Thompson. 
His mother’s battle with mental illness and father’s descent into a life of drugs and crime saw him battle adversity from birth. Football opened up a new world of opportunity when Manchester United signed him aged nine. Joe spent six years living every boy’s dream but was left devastated when the club released him at 16. He bounced back to forge a career in the Football League, before his life was thrown into turmoil. 
At 23, he was diagnosed with a rare form of blood cancer. Six months of chemotherapy followed, which eventually rid his body of the disease. He had been given a second chance at life, but three years later he was given the shock news that his cancer had returned. An 18-day stay in an isolation unit reduced him to skin and bone, but he vowed he wouldn’t be beaten. For a second time, Joe gave cancer the boot and he has since made an incredible return to professional football, including an appearance at Wembley in the FA Cup. 

Darkness and Light is an incredible tale of survival against the odds.
Publication: October 2018 
Primary Agent: Nick Walters
Translation rights: DLA 
The Coffeehouse Revolution by Jonathan Wilson


Blink/UK & Commonwealth (Matt Philipps).  Football. 
Modern football was invented in the coffeehouses of Vienna and Budapest in the 1920s and 1930s by a group of people who by the 1940s would, for reasons of their race, be dead, interned or have fled into exile. 

Budapest in the decade before the Second World War was home to an unprecedented generation of coaches, most of them Jewish, who revolutionised how football was thought about and how it was played. Those who survived the Holocaust and remained in or returned to Hungary after the war helped create the Aranycsapat, the golden squad, the great side of Ferenc Puskás, József Bozsik and Nandor Hidegkuti that won the Olympic title in 1952 and twice hammered England before a four-year unbeaten run came to an end at the worst possible time, in the World Cup final of 1954. But there were others who moved abroad, whether for straightforward professional reasons or because of anti-Semitism at home, who transformed the game in Italy, Argentina and Brazil. And there were others who didn’t make it, killed in the death camps or executed for their part in the anti-Fascist resistance.

This is a story that remains largely untold. Many of the key figures died tragically young and many of those who survived the war were reluctant to reveal how they had done so. But there’s more. More to be uncovered about them and their contemporaries, about the vibrant coffeehouse culture that for a glorious decade redefined football.

M/s delivery: December 2018
Publication:  Summer 2019
Primary Agent: David Luxton

Rights sold: US (Nation Books)
Simply the Best: The Biography of Ronnie O’Sullivan by Clive Everton
Pitch Publishing. UK & Commonwealth.  Snooker.
Simply the Best traces Ronnie O’Sullivan’s course from carefree junior snooker prodigy, to a deeply troubled adult star forced to deal with the fame that was a by-product of his own genius. 

In the process, Ronnie emerges as instinctively warm-hearted, the most loyal of sons and a true sportsman in his acceptance of the rare defeat. 

This is a rounded portrait of one of sport’s most fascinating, complicated and successful characters, written by a man who knows him, and those around him, extremely well. 

Publication: Autumn 2018 
Primary Agent: David Luxton

All rights: DLA 
Arsene Wenger:  The Inside Story of Arsenal Under Wenger by John Cross

Simon and Schuster, UK & Commonwealth.  Football.
THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE BIOGRAPHY OF ARSENE WENGER EVER PUBLISHED, NOW FULLY REVISED AND UPDATED TO THE END OF HIS ARSENAL CAREER.
In this fascinating account of Arsene Wenger's reign as manager of Arsenal and the methods he has used to keep the club at the top, John Cross has spoken to everyone from board members to players and backroom staff to build the most complete portrait of the man and his management style, and the club he has inspired for almost 20 years. 
When Wenger arrived at Arsenal in 1996, he was little known to fans at the club and many doubted he could bring back the glory days of George Graham. But soon he was transforming the way the team played.  At the same time, he introduced new ideas on diet, fitness and professionalism, which many players believe extended their careers. Having won numerous trophies and led the Invincibles to an unbeaten league season in 2003-04, Wenger then had to help the club through the next stage of their development when they moved from Highbury to the Emirates. Despite the financial constraints he faced, he still managed to keep the club playing in the Champions League year after year while remaining true to his philosophy of how the game should be played. Furthermore, he once again began to build a trophy-winning squad, winning back-to-back FA Cups in 2014 and 2015, that was admired by football fans everywhere.  

Publication: September 2015

Primary agent: David Luxton

Sold:  Poland (SQN), Czech Republic (Mlada Fronta), Japan (Toyokan), Korea (Garam Publishing), Bulgaria (Janua ’98), China – simplified (Cultural Development Press Co.), Russia (Eksmo)
All rights: DLA
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For more information on our extensive foreign rights catalogue, please contact:

Rebecca Winfield: Chinese language rights (simplified & complex), France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, South America inc Brazil, USA & Canada

Nick Walters:  Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Israel, Latvia, Lithuania, Norway, Poland, Romania, Russia, Slovenia, Sweden, and Turkey
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POLAND


Book/Lab Literary Agency


Warsaw, Poland
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RUSSIA


The van Lear Agency


Moscow, Russia


� HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/TheVanLearAgency/" ��https://www.facebook.com/TheVanLearAgency/��dla d





TURKEY


Nurcihan Kesim Literary Agency


Istanbul, Turkey
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Seibel Publishing Services
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Artemis Agency


Taipei City, Taiwan
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Japan Uni Agency
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